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1.2.2 Smoking among youth aged 13 to 17 years 

The Adolescent Health Survey (AHS) reported that the prevalence of smoking among 

adolescents between 13 to 17 years reduced from 15.9% in 2017 to 9.0% in 2022. The 

prevalence of smoking among boys dropped from 25.3% in 2017 to 14.5% in 2022, while 

the prevalence among girls dropped from 6.7% in 2017 to 3.6% in 2022. However, the 

prevalence of adolescents between 13 to 17 years who used a-cigarette or vape products 

increased from 9.8% in 2017 to 14.9% in 2022, as reported in the AHS. 

1.2.3 Economic Impact of Smoking 

The economic impact of tobacco use is substantial, affecting various sectors such as 

healthcare, productivity, and government revenues. Tobacco-related health issues lead to 

increased healthcare costs and lost productivity due to illness or premature death. The 

significant financial burden of treating smoking-related diseases in Malaysia, amounted to 

0. 7% of the GDP in 2004, 26.1 percent of the Ministry of Health Malaysia's total budget.

As for a-cigarette or vaping-use-associated lung injury (EVALI), a lung injury linked to 

electronic cigarettes, can lead to severe breathing issues, requiring hospitalization for 

treatment. The cost of treating a four-day hospitalized EVALI patient in Malaysia is 

approximately RM 50,297.37, as per a 2022 Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) study. The 

cost associated with a patient experiencing complications due to smoking is comparable to 

the financial burden of a conventional cigarette smoker from the health issues related to their 

smoking habit, which is estimated to be approximately RM 58,400.00. 

Governments also face the burden of providing healthcare and social services for 

tobacco users. Tobacco taxes generate significant government revenues, ranging from RM 

2.5 to 3.5 billion annually. However, the projected expenses for treating smoking-related 

complications by 2030 are substantially higher at RM 8. 77 billion. 

1.3 Survey Objectives 

The primary objectives of GATS Malaysia were: 

• To determine the prevalence of tobacco use among adults in Malaysia aged 15 years

and above;

• To determine the prevalence of a-cigarette use among adults in Malaysia aged 15

years and above; and

• To determine the prevalence of exposure to tobacco smoke among adults in Malaysia

aged 15 years and above

The secondary objectives were to measure the prevalence of cessation, risk perceptions, 

knowledge and attitudes, exposure to media, and economic issues around tobacco products 

and a-cigarettes. 
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On average, how many times a day do you use the following products? Also, let
me know if you use the product, but not every day.





The next questions ask about any attempts to stop smoking that you might have 
made during the past 12 months. Please think about tobacco smoking.

During the past 12 months, have you tried to stop smoking?
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TECHNICAL AND SURVEY STAFF






